
Advent & Christmas 
Home Devotions 

 
• The Season of Advent covers the four weeks before Christmas 

as we prepare for the birth of Jesus. Advent themes include 
waiting, expectation, preparation, and attentiveness. 

• The Advent wreath has four candles (and sometimes a fifth one 
in the middle as the Christ candle). Traditionally there are three 
purple or blue candles and one pink candle. The candles 
remind us that we are waiting for Christ, the light of the world. 

• Advent is the beginning of the Church Year, so on the first 
Sunday in Advent we can all say, “Happy New Year!” 

• A Collect is a short prayer used to “collect” our thoughts.  We 
use them each Sunday as part of our worship and at other 
times as well. 

• The Third Sunday of Advent is called Rose Sunday or 
sometimes Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete is a Latin word that 
means rejoice.  During the third week of Advent, we remember 
that we are preparing for great joy.  

• In Advent, we wait not only for the coming of the baby Jesus, 
but also for the second coming of the Resurrected Christ.  We 
look for that time when Jesus will come again and make the 
whole earth new. 

• The Twelve Days of Christmas are counted from December 
25th to January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany when we 
celebrate the arrival of the Magi 

• The Magi did not arrive on the night of Jesus’ birth, but visited 
his house as much as three years later (Matthew 2:1-13). 
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Making a Home Advent Wreath 

 
Why we have one: The Advent Wreath helps us mark the time as we wait 
for the birth of Jesus.  As Christians, we use the wreath to anticipate with 
great joy the coming of Christ, the Light of the World. The wreath reminds 
us of eternity because it is a circle. The candles remind us that Christ is 
the Light of the World. In our part of the world, as the days become 
shorter and darker, we light more candles to combat the darkness. The 
greens remind us that Christ brings new life to the world. 
  
How to make one: An Advent Wreath has four candles, one to mark each 
week of Advent, and sometimes a fifth candle in the center. Advent 
candles are traditionally blue or purple to remind us of royalty and the 
darkness just before dawn. A rose candle is used for the third week 
of Advent, its color of celebration reminds us to be joyful. However, any 
kind or color or type of candle can be used. You can easily buy sets of 
candles online. 
  
How to use it in your home: Place your advent wreath on the dinner 
table or create some special prayer place in your home.  When the family 
gathers for a meal or some other time you choose, begin by lighting a 
candle, and then adding prayers and/or a reading from scripture. Light 
one candle the first week, two the second and so on. The pink candle is 
lighted the third week. A white center candle may be lighted on 
Christmas. You can use the prayers on the next page, or create your own 
devotion. 

  



Advent Wreath Prayers 
 
Place your advent wreath in some special prayer place in your home.  Candles 
may be lit nightly, perhaps before the evening meal, or weekly. Light one 
candle the first week, two the second and so on. The pink candle is lighted the 
third week. A white center candle may be lighted on Christmas. 
 
Begin by lighting the candle(s) and saying the “O Gracious Light,” followed 
by the scripture and prayer for the week.  
 
O gracious Light, 
Pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, Holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 
WEEK ONE  
Scripture: Luke 1:5-25 
Collect:  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal 
life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
WEEK TWO 
Scripture:  Luke 1:26-38 
Collect:  Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us 
grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer: who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
WEEK THREE 
Scripture:  Luke 1:39-56 
Collect: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among 
us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful 
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 
WEEK FOUR 
Scripture: Luke 1:57-80 
Collect:  Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion 
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS 
Scripture:  Luke 2:1-20 
Prayer: Gracious God, today the Savior is born and those who live in 
darkness are seeing a great light. Help us, who greet the birth of Christ 
with joy, to live in the light of your Son and to share the good news of 
your love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who has come into 
the world. 
Amen. 
 
To conclude, you may offer prayers for yourself and others,  
then say the Lord’s Prayer and/or the following: 
Almighty God, you pour on us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  



Setting up a household crèche or manger scene helps us prepare for Christmas. 
You may add figures one at a time during the weeks of Advent, waiting until 
Christmas Eve to place the Christ child in the manger, or set it up all at one 
time. Decorating a Christmas Tree also helps us prepare for great joy. Once 
your crèche and/or tree is complete, gather around and use these blessings. 
 
BLESSING OF A CRÈCHE 
Most Holy and Blessed One, 
You sent your beloved Son into the world as a newborn infant; 
   may this simple manger remind us of your arms that hold us. 
May blessed Mary remind us of your mothering love. 
May steadfast Joseph remind us of your fathering love. 
May the friendly beasts remind us of the goodness of all creation. 
May the watchful shepherds remind us of your care for us. 
May the journeying Magi remind us of the gifts we give and receive. 
May the glorious angels remind us of the astonishing news of the birth 
of our Savior! Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS TREE 
Most Holy and Blessed One, 
You sent your beloved Son into the world to show us 
the path to true life. 
May the greens of this tree remind us 
of the everlasting life you offer. 
May the boughs of this tree remind us  
that we are the living branches of your love. 
May the life of this tree remind us  
of the cross on which your son gave his life. 
May the lights of this tree remind us  
that Christ is the light of the world. 
As we gather round this three, we gather in your name, and in your 
light and in your love. Amen. 
 
These blessings and more household devotions can be found in The Anglican Family 
Prayer Book by Anne E. Kitch. 
 

 

 
 


